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How I killed the
author I 1dolised,
by fighter pilot

Eyflaﬂ Sparlfs

A GERMAN fighter ace has Just
learned that one of his 28

wartime ‘kills’ was his
favourite author.
Messerschmiltt pllut Horst

Rippert, 88, sald he would have
held his fire If he had Enown
the man fMylng the Lightning fighter
was renowned French novelist
Antolne de Salnt-Exupery.

The Luftwalle veberan sald he only
recently discovered whom he had
kilied during the acrial combat
ovier the southern French coast in
July 19<4,

He sald: “If | had known It was
Salnt-Exupery | would never have
shot him down. | loved his books. |
knew he was a French pilot, but he
wias probably my favourite author
at the time,

“When it happened, he was below
me. | saw hils markings, manoeu-
vred mysell bahind him and shot
him down,”

Flying fanatic and novelist 5aint-
Exupery published eight books
before his death, Including The Lit-
tle Prince - about a pllat who
crashes In the desert and meets a
boy from outer space = which has
mla translated into more than 50

GETTE T
He was one of France®s best-loved
writers of the pre-war years, and
has a plague commemorating his
life In Paris's Pantheon Cathedral.

Rippert gunnéd down 28 Allled
planes during the war before going
on to become a sports journalist in
his native Germany. He only found
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oul about the pilot he had killed
when he was contacted earller this
yiear by historlan Luc Yanrell, who is
writing a blography of Saint-Exu-

pery.

Rippert added: *I am shocked and
sorry. Who knows what other great
books he would have gone on to
write."

For decades, mystéry surrounded

the disappearance of 44-year-old
Saint-Exupery who had been a plo-
neering long-distance alrmall pllot
in the 19305 and 405 as well as a
writer.

He fled to New York when Ger-
many invaded France but returned
later to Europe to join the Free
French alr force. He was serving
with a reconnalssance squadron
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based in Corsica when he falled to
return from a misslon to prepare
for the landing of the Allies in
southern France. Then In 1998, his
bracelet was found In a Misherman's
nct off Marsellle.

Vanrell later found remains of his
Lightning fighter on the seabed. It
was brought to the surface and
identifled from serlal numbars.




